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A Message from Our President  
 

Most guests aboard the Woody Guthrie on a typical 
evening are probably unaware of just how many hours of 
training, preparation and maintenance go into each sail. 
Likewise, the average festivalgoer has no idea of the 
amount of planning, discussion, and labor that precedes 
each festival.  That's because everyone in the Beacon Sloop 
Club provides these services without any expectation of 
recognition or compensation.  As we bid farewell to 
another summer, it seems fitting to pause in 
acknowledgement of those who toil to make these activities 
a success.  
    A full measure of gratitude must be accorded to our 
captains, Steve Schwartz, Tom LaBarr, Patrick Gallagher, 
James Malchow and Ben Mazer, some of the finest 
helmsmen on the Hudson, along with their dedicated crews. 
We thank Susan Berliner for efficiently scheduling our 
guests.  And we are grateful to the Woody maintenance 
crew, led by Max Smith, whose skills and exertions 
resulted in a sturdy craft that withstood all the challenges of 
the river. 
    Similarly, we express our appreciation for all those who 
ran this year's festivals.  We raise a glass to coordinators 
Patricia Finnerty and Rosemary Thomas who managed the 
complex process of creating community festivals. We are 
indebted to Konstantin Doren for overseeing the sale of 
merchandise, to Joyce Hanson for coordinating the 
vendors, and to Tom Elliott and Pat O'Connor for 
supervising the Environmental Tent. We thank Beth 
Partridge, Tom and Aimee Labarr, and Vince Farina, for 
overseeing the food production and distribution. We are 
grateful to Susan Berliner for scheduling the performers 
and for Aaron Verdile, Patrick Jones and Laurie Segal for 
sound engineering. We applaud James Malchow, Alan 
Thomas, Wayne, Joe, and Peter Chernek, and 
Tom Schmeelk. for directing the setup and breakdown of 
the festival structures. But we save our most fervent and  
 

 

NEXT EXEC. COM. MEETING Tuesday, November 21, 7:00 p.m.  
NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING Friday, December 1, 7:30 p.m., Potluck at 6:30 p.m.                                                 
 

heartfelt thanks for the dozens of dedicated volunteers 
who devoted countless hours to the successes of our 
festivals.  
    Thanks to Konstantin Doren for kicking off our fall and 
winter season by coordinating the Clubhouse cleanup 
work party. We appreciate all who donated their weekend 
hours to make our clubhouse shiny and clean.  
     Starting our winter activities off were Sloop Club 
favorites, April Mae and the June Bugs. Their irresistible 
Halloween music was a prelude to a season of songs, 
stories, and lectures. Or, as April Mae and the June Bug 
sing: 
        Hear the legends of the time 
        By the fireside... 
        Keep alive the stories' rhythms  
        Keep the rhyme  
   -From "I Chop Wood", April Mae and the June Bugs 
Rob 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

BSC Membership Form 
 
Name _______________________________ Street Address ____________________________________________ 
 
City _______________ State ___ ZIP _____-____ Phone ___-___-______ Email ________________________ 
 
Household Membership donation $_________ Renewal ___   New Member ___    
 

Membership suggested donation $25.00.   Minimum of $10.00.    Please give more if you can afford it! 
If you can’t afford the minimum, the fee may be waived. 

 

Newsletter format (check one):    Printed             E-mail            Please consider e-mail it saves money and paper. 
 

Additional Members at this address__________________________________ Email________________________________ 
 
                                                        __________________________________ Email_________________________________ 
 
Would you like information on Clearwater Membership?                    I would like to help with __________________________ 

   
 

Mail to:   Beacon Sloop Club    P.O. Box 527    Beacon, NY  12508 
 

Link to Online Renewal 

     The Beacon Sloop Club Broadside 
is the official monthly newsletter of the 
Beacon Sloop Club, Inc. 
     The Beacon Sloop Club, Inc. is a 
non-profit, volunteer environmental 
education/action and sailing organization 
dedicated to cleaning up the Hudson 
River and its environs.  Our main focus is 
the Beacon, Fishkill and Newburgh 
area. 
     Members meet the first Friday of every 
month at the Sloop Club Building 
located just across from the Beacon train 
station.  Look for the building with the 
Norway spruce tree growing out of the 
roof!  A potluck dinner starts at 6:30 p.m.; 
bring a covered dish to share and your 
own place setting.  The general meeting 
starts at 7:30 p.m. and lasts about an 
hour or so.  The meeting is followed by a 
sing-along. 
     The Beacon Sloop Club and 
newsletter are accessible from the web:       
www.beaconsloopclub.org. 
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BSC Officers 2023 
 
President:          Robert May          (845)661-5123    robertmay2394@gmail.com 
Vice President:          Vince Farina        (845)656 9546       intraining_99@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:          Aaron Verdile       (914)503-6227   EXTproductions@hotmail.com 
Secretary:          Mary Arnold          845-891-4509   marykonizarnold@gmail.com 
 

BSC Committee Chairs and Contacts 
 
Building:            Tom Schmeelk     ((845)298-2867     
           Vince Farina         (845)656 9546     intraining_99@yahoo.com 
Community Sailing:       Vanessa Nisperos                            vanessa.nisperos@gmail.com 
Environment:         Tom LaBarr        (845)831-4267       labarrt@gmail.com 
Environmental Tent:      Tom Elliott          (518) 265-6676  tomelliott789@gmail.com 
           Mark McNutt 
Festival Coordinator:     Patricia Finnerty   (267)908 0716   patriciafinnerty267@gmail.com 
Festival Music:          Susan Berliner      (845)527-8671 
Festival Publicity:          Joyce Hanson       (914)907-4928    joycehanson@mac.com  
Finance:                    Alan Thomas         (845)463-4660    acthoma@yahoo.com 
Grants & Dev.               James Malchow       908)405-1433   jpmalchow@gmail.com 
Harbor Membership       
Mooring Manager:         Ben Fiege                (845)764-5884      fiege.benjamin@gmail.com 
Harbor Communications   Jeremy Baum       (914)213-5353    jeremybaum@jeremybaum.com 
Lecture Series           Steve van der Merwe  (914)879-1082     vandermerwede@yahoo.com 
                                      Alan Thomas         (845)463-4660    acthoma@yahoo.com 
Membership:          Alan Thomas         (845)463-4660    acthoma@yahoo.com 
MLK Day          Bonnie Champion  (845)264-5663   bonniejchampion@gmail.com 
Monthly Music:          Ken Miller           (201)376-1316    powwow187@aol.com 
Musical Outreach:         Ken Miller           (201)376-1316    powwow187@aol.com 
Newsletter:          Alan Thomas         (845)463-4660    acthoma@yahoo.com 
Small Boats:  
Town Liaison           Tom LaBarr           (845)831-4267    labarrt@gmail.com 
Vendor Coordinator:      Joyce Hanson       (914)907-4928    joycehanson@mac.com  
Web Site:          Metal                     (646) 481-6360     metal@stationbuilt.com 
                                      James Brown                                    empulsetech@gmail.com 
Woody Sailors           James Malchow      (908)405-1433   jpmalchow@gmail.com 
Woody Maintenance:     Steve Schwartz    (845)462-7756    sloopcapt@aol.com 
                                      Max Smith             (484)336-6569 
Woody Scheduling:        Susan Berliner     (845)527-8671 

Printed on 100% Recycled Paper, all photos are by Alan Thomas unless otherwise noted. 

Volume 50 Issue 11 If you haven’t yet; Please Renew. 

Woody Captains: 
Jim Birmingham, Patrick Gallagher, 

Tom LaBarr, James Malchow,  
Ben Mazer, Steve Schwartz, 
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Beacon Sloop Club General Meeting 

Minutes, November  3, recorded by Vicki Fox/Mary Arnold 

Opening song: Sailing Up, Sailing Down, Ken Miller, Ben 
Mazur, Mary Poppiins and Annie. 
 

President Rob reminded us that this is a carry in/carry out 
facility.  Tom Elliott volunteered to take out the recyclables; 
Bonnie Champion volunteered to take out the garbage.  Rob 
congratulated Gail Moran for being this month's Multrum 
Hero.  We still need one for December. Rob welcomed first-
time attendees. 
 

Treasury Report: Aaron Verdile reviewed the numbers for 
September. 
 

Pumpkin Festival: Tom LaBarr, “we had it; it was fun.” Mary 
Poppiins, “I sold all my hats. Whoever took the pictures, I 
want to thank you. God bless each and every one of you.” 
Rosemary, “Special thanks to Joyce and Patricia for all they 
did. Joyce has taken the vendors to a new level. It’s a big job. 
Joyce, “The music was extraordinary, on both stages.” 
 

Holiday Sing: Susan announced that it will be on December 
9. The time will be set shortly. A lot of people say it’s one of 
their favorite events. It’s beautiful. Aaron does an amazing job 
decorating, and an amazing job with the sound. All our 
favorite musicians come and lead songs. We get to sing. It’s a 
Potluck; everyone brings desserts and finger foods. Expect to 
spend your evening singing.  
    Joyce: Again, this year it is a fundraiser ($s, not food items) 
for Common Ground Farm’s food donation program. They 
donate over 12,000 pounds of food to Fairground, soup 
kitchens, mutual aide, and churches. We have been 
partnering with them and supporting them. Last year, we 
raised over $1,000. Write your check to Beacon Sloop Club, 
on bottom, say donation for Common Ground. We are their 
partners, listed on their website. 
 

Woody Report: Steve Schwartz. I would like to say how 
pleased I am that the Woody Report is only four down from 
the top of the agenda. The Woody went down to Haverstraw 
today at 6 am. in the morning. It was a bit chilly, but an easy 
trip down. There will be work parties to build a frame and put 
a tarp on it. Tomorrow there is a work party to disassemble 
the charging dock and take the dock by oars over to the long 
dock at 10 a.m. Low tide at 11:33 tomorrow.  
    We received a $5,000 grant from the Hyde and Watson 
Foundation, due to efforts of James Malchow and Alan. The 
grant is for electrical work on the Woody, having the boat 
rewired to coast guard standards by a professional marine 
mechanic. We are not a coast guard inspected vessel but 
want to keep it up to standards for safety and insurance 
purposes. This grantor, once they recognize the value of a 
program, tends to offer continuing support for infrastructure 
improvement. 
 

Harbor Report: Mary/Steve. Harbor Work: starts tomorrow. 
The moorings are coming out tomorrow and Sunday. The 
following weekend, the docks will be disassembled. Also of 
interest, Tom L mentioned at the executive committee, an 
opportunity to partner with the Town of Fishkill to invest 
money (apply for grants) to upgrade our charging dock and 
possibly all the docks. 
 
 
 

MLK March and Essay Contest: Bonnie, “it’s been my 
pleasure to organize the Martin Luther King parade and 
essay contest. It’s not a good idea to have the same 
person leading an organization for years and years and 
years.” The new chairman is Matt Bowen 
   Matt: Congratulated Bonnie for heading it up for last 
10 years. “I’m thrilled to take this on.” 
Bonnie: We really need peace in the world. We need a 
Martin Luther King quote about peace as a topic for the 
essay contest. My favorite line is from a fourth grader is 
“Martin Luther King wanted to change the world. That’s 
a big job.” 
     There will be a November 14 zoom meet and greet, 
at 7 p.m.  
 

Clearwater Report: Rosemary: The Clearwater will 
come out of water this year for coast guard inspection, 
painting. We are working on restoration/preservation, 
and you may get appeals for that.  
  Environmental action: EPA, upcoming release of draft 
of 5-year review how the cleanup is going. Clearwater 
and partners are hosting a public briefing, Tuesday Nov 
14 on Zoom 5:30 to 6:30. This is a public briefing.  
 

Nominations for 2024 Officers: Alan reminded us that 
you must be a member in good standing to participate in 
the election process. He will have a membership list and 
forms available before the December meeting. 
    The following people were nominated from the floor: 
President: Rob May, Vice-president: Vince Farina, 
Secretary: Mary Arnold (declined), Treasurer: Aaron 
Verdile. 
    There was a discussion on the duties of the secretary 
and a call for volunteers. We need a secretary. 
 

Environmental Report: Tom LaBarr reported on a NYT 
article on the energy consumed by AI and Bitcoin. If 
trends continue, they will consume the same amount of 
energy as a medium-sized country. 
    He also reported on a study debunking fears of 
people being trapped in electric vehicles during 
blizzards that are being spread on social media. The 
simulated study showed that in 12hrs of being trapped 
in traffic at 20 degs., only 25% of the battery capacity 
was used. 
 

Announcements: Joyce auctioned off two items, the 
proceeds to go the Holiday Sing Fundraiser. Mary 
Poppiins passed out local papers with articles about 
the Woody and the Pumpkin Festival. Vince offered free 
spider plants to anyone wishing to take one home. 
Bonnie thanked April Mae and the June Bugs for last 
Friday’s concert. Gail reminded us that new CG rules 
would allow anchoring of large ships north of the 
Tappen zee. Alan Zollner announced that Riverpool’s 
annual meeting is November 18, 10 am, at the Stonykill 
Environmental Center. They will publish a Zoom link as 
well. Merrick Lemme, a local student, said that he has 
been trying to convince his friends to come. They are 
reluctant to join because they are not very social. He 
asked that we accommodate them if they come to the 
next meeting. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:44 
 
 



 
      
 

  

Hudson River PCB Superfund Site: Where are we 
now, what’s next, and how you can help (VIRTUAL 

MEETING) @ Zoom           
Nov 14 @ 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm 

PUBLIC MEETING:  
Hudson River PCB Superfund Site: Where are we 

now, what’s next, and how you can help 
WHEN: Tuesday, November 14, 2023, 5:30pm-6:30pm 

Register to Attend 
     The United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) plans to release its draft third Five Year Review 
(FYR) of the Hudson River PCBs Superfund Site for 
public comment this winter. Through these reviews, 
required under the federal Superfund law, EPA reports 
on the status of the cleanup and issues a determination as 
to whether the selected cleanup remedy is working as 
intended and is protective of human health and the 
environment. 
     Join Scenic Hudson, Riverkeeper, and Hudson River 
Sloop Clearwater for a virtual update about the Hudson 
River PCBs Superfund Project. Friends of a Clean 
Hudson (FOCH) has been a river-wide coalition for 
decades focused on monitoring PCB cleanup in the 
Hudson River. 
Speakers include: 

• Althea Mullarkey, Assistant Director Advocacy 
& Special Project Analyst at Scenic Hudson 

• Drew Gamils, Staff Attorney, Riverkeeper 
• Kevin Farrar, Independent Scientist 
• Dr. David Carpenter, Professor, School of Public 

Health, Department of Environmental Health 
Science, University at Albany 

 
U.S. Coast Guard Reverses Policy  

on Hudson River Anchoring 
     

     The Coast Guard, following the outcry from 
environmental organizations and local officials, has 
reversed the policy it adopted in July allowing large 
commercial vessels to anchor anywhere north of 
Tarrytown. The Coast Guard’s new rule temporarily 
restores the geographic scope of the Port of New York to 
encompass the Hudson River from New York Harbor to 
Albany, N.Y, permitting only the designated Hyde Park 
Anchorage Ground. 
   As the Coast Guard considers future changes to its 
anchoring regulations and policies, it will be collecting 
public comments and feedback through a process called 
a Notice of Inquiry. This is a process that we must 
participate in in order to safeguard the health of the river 
and our communities. 
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Putting the Harbor to Bed 
It’s that time of year again. The harbor team, led by Ben 
and Jeremy have been busy pulling moorings and 
removing docks. Maintaining the harbor is core to our 
mission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April Mae & the June Bugs rocked the Sloop Club 
with their Boogie-Boo, Halloween show! 

 
Thank you to April Mae, our patron who made it 
possible, and all who helped with setup and clean up. It 
was great to have a post-festival event to wrap up the 
season.   

Photo by Susan Berliner 

Meanwhile the Woody Crews have been busy… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Andy Fairbanks & Jake Metric 

https://tinyurl.com/hudson-river-pcbs
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https://nysmusic.com/
https://www.allyoukneadny.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone wishing to join a Woody crew can 
contact any captain or James Malchow to sign up. 
No experience is required. We will train you. 
 
 

BSC Executive Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, November 21, 7:00 pm 

At the Clubhouse 
 
  Beacon Sloop Club Membership Meeting 

Friday, December 1 6:30 – 10:00pm 
At the clubhouse  

 
 

Details of calendar events may be found elsewhere in the newsletter. 
For more info about the BSC: www.beaconsloop.org, or www.beaconsloopclub.org 

 
 

Current Calendar 

Hudson River PCB Superfund Site: Where 
are we now, what’s next, and how you can 

help (VIRTUAL MEETING) @ Zoom           
Nov 14 @ 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, November 14, 2023, 5:30pm-
6:30pm 

Register to Attend 

Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse 
Magpie 

Saturday, December 16, 2023, 7:30 pm 
Community Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation 468 Rosedale Ave  

White Plains, NY 10605 
 

Voting for 2024 Beacon Sloop Club Officers 
will take place at the  

December Membership Meeting. 
 

Nominations may still be made prior to the vote. 
Nominees (and nominators) must be current 
members in good standing.  
 

We need a secretary! 
 

If you would like further information about the 
duties involved, the current officers would be 
happy to speak with you. 
 

Food and Water Watch Forum:  
How to Keep Radioactive Waste Out of Our 

Air and Water - Virtual 
Nov 20 @ 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

 
- register to attend 

 
 

Riverpool’s Annual Meeting 
November 18, 10 am, 

at the Stonykill Environmental Center.  
via Zoom 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85347008378?pwd=I5B2
NMsgzcfplZtnk34VgGI32sOPDs.1 

Meeting ID: 853 4700 8378 Passcode: 860452 
Kindly RSVP 

to info@riverpool.org 

http://www.beaconsloop.org/
http://www.beaconsloopclub.org/
https://tinyurl.com/hudson-river-pcbs
https://walkaboutchorus.org/coffeehouse-2023-2024/
https://www.mobilize.us/fww/event/588389/
https://riverpool.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0eb9a00003a2656e5cdb8276&id=a939919c92&e=502696bda0
https://riverpool.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0eb9a00003a2656e5cdb8276&id=a939919c92&e=502696bda0
mailto:info@riverpool.org
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